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Vrrat. A good day to you, Goſſip. Countrey-man. I win you 
MY. rhe hke, Sir. Cur. l was juit a coming in to your Houle, 
(Cour. Nay, butican't admit you, nor will l come within the reach 
ot my Arm ot you, till you have ſatisfi d me in a Particular I am 

to enquire of you» Cur· Say on, pray. County. Did you, at your 

laſt Conſerence with me, miſs any Money out of your Pocket? 
Cur. No, not a Furthing. Countr. Are you lure of it? Cur. Per. 

fettly ſnre. Countr. Did you perceive me attempting any thing upon 
your Pocket? Cur. No, verily. Countr. Then, Sir, I take you 
Wirneſs, that Dr. South has Jyed moſt abominabiy, and that in the 


ur of Verity. Cur. Why? The Famous Dr. South, the Publick 
þ - Ocaror of the Univerſity of Oxford, you don't mean him, ſure t 
| Country. Yes indeed, the very ſame Man. Cur. How, or Where» 
in, has he /yrd? County. Vou remember, Sir, I waspleading with 
& you the other Day, what I thought both Reaſon and Conſcience. 
W againlt the Service and Ceremontes of the Church of 8 
= 6 . „ 


1 e . 
Gar: True. County. Then rhe to his Audircey) ve 2 


tut they (chat i is, ſuch s plead againſt the Cetemories) nde 4 


Deſign upon your Pocket, and that the Word Conſcience is us'd 
F only as an Inſtrument to ich it -Thishe:preach'd before one of 
the greateſt Auditories in England, the Univerſity of Oxford; and 
| pd the Impudence afterward to Print it. ( 1.) Cur. It was on · 
ly a Sally of his Zeal, and he muſt be excus d. CGountr. What! 
Sir, excuſe a Man for repreſenting ſome hundreds of Thouſands, 
of as good Fame and as great Subſtance as in Fritain, as a Com- 
| pany of Pic l. poc bete. Cur, Yea, but Friend, tho' he ſpoke too 
Midely, I conteſls, yet you ought not to have term'd:it ſo coar/ly,. 
28. to ſay he Ded. Countr. Alas, Sir, I'm but a . 
and know no other was of ſpeaking, but to call a Spade a Spade, 
and give every thing it's Tre Name. Kur. But you Thould Tpeak 
relpectiully of ſo Great a Divine. Ountr. A High Divene, you 
ſhou'd fay. Gur. You diſtinguiſh then betwixt à Great Divine 
anda High Divine? Pray, what do ye call a Great Divine? 
County. ¶ leave the telling ot that to Tuch as have better Skili, but 
as for a High Divine, I take him to be one, that puts oft his Au- 
dience or Readers with Lies, Banter, and Bluſter, inſtead of Rea- 
ſons, who declaims powerfully, but argues none, and whoſe 
Seal for Traſh, Triffles, and notorious Falihoods, is ſo maſtertull 
and unneighbourly as to juſtle out both his Wit and Honeſty, Or 
(at the beſt) who intertains People with a Flow of the high ſwell- 
ing words of Vanity, alias Rant, and Chriftens them Demonſtr a- 
n · Cur. I hope you don't think all that have drawn, in the 
Garrel ot the Lilurgy, to be ſuch? Country. No indeed, I am 


never for cenſuring by the Lump. But I have had the ill Luck o 


find more than either one or two of them that way gilted, at leaſt. 
ig their Writings on that Subject: ( 2) But I confels theit Cauſe 


(x) ben. on 1 fohi id; verſe 21. P. 335. Vol. 2d. (2) 
Such as Drs. South, Sacheverell, Gauden, Good-man, Heylin, 


_ -Avthor. of the Grand Debate relum'd, Conterers:with the Presby- 
tecian Miniſters. at Sο &. 


8 needs 


* 


needs much Paſſion. Cur. Why > Countr. Becauſe it has ſo lis 


tle Reaſon... Cur. Pray, inſiſt no more on that. County. I ſhalt 


not, and, Sir, I make you very welcome to my houle, and, I hope, 
you'll believe I have no Deſign upon your Pocket, having torwarn'd 


you · Cir. Go on then with your Scruples in the ſame Method as 


before. | | ; | 

I. Gnntr. Sir, You know the Form of Morning and Evening 
Prayer in the Service Book, and the Offices for Baptifm and the 
Communion, Gc. are pretty Pro/zx. Cur. They are ſo. Countr. 


hey take up ſo much time often, that there is little room leit fer 


Preaching, lometimes none at all Cur- Tis true. Countr. May 
not a Miniſter by the Rules of the Church ſhorten the Common 
Prayers at a time, or leave out ſome Parts of the other Offices, | 
that he may ſave time for Preaching? Cur. By no means, | have 
the Canons of the Church in my Pocket and here is one of them. 
(3) All Miuiſters ſhall obſerve the Orders, Rates, and Cere- 
monies preſcribed in the Book of Common Prayer, as well in 
Reading the Holy Scriptures, and ſaruig of Prayers, as in Ad. 
miniſtration of the Sic ramen te, without Dimniſhing in Regard of 
Preaching. Comnty. Well, Sir, theſe common Prayers take up a2 
Huge of Room, and more, | think, than falls ro their Share; and 
I ſhall never be fond of Prayers that exclude Preaching: For I 
can't believe that ever God made one Duty to ſhuffle our another; 
and, ſeeing common Senſe dictates, that*rtis as neceſſary to znftru# 

People in their Duty, and to exhort them to it, as to Supplicate 
tor Grace to them, to perform it, | can't underſtand, why Pray. 
ing thou'd exclude Preaching, unleſs you intend to make Igno- 
rance the Mother of Devotion. Cur. ay you Presbyterians can 
never be ſatiate with Preaching. Countr. No, Sir, we are not 
(which | acknowledge is our taujt ) halt 1o greedy of it, as the 
Primitive Chriſtians were: For, they had ordinarly three Preach» 
ings at their Meetings, which were kept almoſt every day, and how 
many ſeever they were, the People were ready enough to entertain 


( 3) C. I3+ Anno 1603. 
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them. (4) Cur. The Primitive Church might do as they pleas'd, | 

but | muit tell you the Church ot Eryland allows of Cnpreach- | 
ing Miniſters, Nay, the appoints. all tuch ro be Excommunicate. | 
(C.) as retule to receive the Sacraments at the hands oi T/npreach- | 
1% Miniſters. Nay, one Sermon in a Month (6 ) Nay, vac mn a 
whole Year, has been thought enough in moſt Pariſhes and Coun» 

try Towns of Wales, and many in Eiglund, but they were jure 
to have the Common Prayers ducly. Country. You have treuly 


aſtonith'd me, Sir, bur, pray, tell me, When Chriit ſent forth his 
Diſciples, did their Commiſſion run, Go Read Pravers Cur. 
No indecd, but, Go Preach. Countr. Does not the Apoſtle direct 
Timothy (7 ) and in him all Miniſters to Preach the Word, and 
therein to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon? (Car. Yes indeed. 
Country. Then, Sir, I leave it to the World to judge how the Omiſſi- 
on of Preaching can be juitity'd under the Pretence of Common 


Prayers, (8-) and ſo | go. one, | 


II. When a. Miniſter « t the Church of Euglaud goes up to the 
Pulpit. to Preach, may not he Pray beiore he begin? Cur. By no 
means. Countr. Tell me ingenuouſly. Sir, is it ſo? (ur. it is in- 
deed (Countr. Nay, but I'm unwilling to believe luch an ill thing 
ot the Church of &7 glands Conſtitution, tor | hear there ate ſe-— 
veral of them, that do ule to pray betore Sermon. (ur. Lis true, 
there are ſome ot them have a Tang of the Titan, or, at leuſt 


V ou'd tain pleaſe the Purituus, and ſuch as theie perhaps may do 
it. Country But are there any of them do it not? (ur. Ah, do 


ye ask? Their great Men never do it, ſo tar trom that, they rate 
thoſe that do it in a meſt terrible manner; witneſs Dr; South you 
were ſpeaking of, who teils you, (Y ihat the wav of the Mi- 
w2fler's praying in Pulpit before Sermon was fi, ſt icok vp ty ail 
humor of Þ cyelty, and that it 2s Scnleieis and Ablurd Fr ace 
tice, and ihat ihe Canons aud Conſt:tuiiens of the Church are 


(4.) Cres Primit. Chriſt. Page 279, 280. (5) Can. 57 
(6.) Smart's ſhort Taeatiſe ot Alturs lane 6. (7) 2 Tim. 4 
verle.2. (8) See S$1::zngficet's lreme on this. Head, page 333 
(.9;) Sunrh's Serm. Vol. 2d. Serm. on Eccleſ. 5. ver. 2. pag. 186. 
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I, not a le 1. it; Countr. I am loath to believe all this, for 
h. I remember the Bell op of Nor vunich in his late Viſttaizow Charge, 
e. Auno 1709 (10) urees his Clergy to pray before Sermon, aid 
5. entorces their doing ſo by the 55% Cannon. Cur. Tis trne, he does 
a ſo, but you muſt know, he's but a V hig. Biſhop, and we hate theſe 
n- © with all the Loc ers as much as we do gon, as being Falſe 
te Brethren. And as tor that 551% Canon. which he ſpeaks ot the 
ly the Great Divines ot the Church of Exglaud interpret it only of 
is that which they call“ B:dding Prayer, and not of praying Him. 
r. elf as the Mouth of the People. And euen that lame „Sees bim- 
& I ſelf tells his Clergy, that he will not contend with them; i they 
nd I Bidd a Praver only, tho they dont make on themſelves. Be- 
d. ſides, the Prayer er joyu'd by the faid Canon is not like your Mi- 
li- nifters Prayers before Sermon, which repreient the Saus and Wants 
on ot the Conprepation, and ask the Pardon of one, and a Supply 
of the other, but it is only an Interceſſion for the King, Queen, 
he and Chriſtian Church, Sc: However, the Biſhop's Exhorting his 
Cleroy, as he docs, is a plain enough indication that many of them 
neither do pray, nor Bzdd Prayer before Sermon, tho“ he (like 
a Whig as he was) would have them to doit. 
County. Well, Sir, tho they mult not pray Before Sermon, yet 
m1y they not at leaſt pray Ajier Sermon! Cur. by no means. 
Contr, May I believe you in this? Car. Yes, you may: For, 
No fewer than eleven Bilhops. and I know nor how many of the 
d'onifn'd Cleargy, alter . Herdes the Second's Reſtauration, 
declare! to the World their Deſire in chele Words Git) We hearti- 
ly acjure that Great Care man be tater, to [ Phneſꝭ thoſe private. 
Gucepttous of Prayer Betore aud After Sermon. And according- 
ly Mc. Bixter, having Preacit'd - before the King ar Mhitehall, 
was pull d out of the Pulpit in the Kong's preſeuce (12) for of. 
[ tcriny to pray aftes Sermon. Cowrtr. Now PLAY: Sir, tell me; 


97 ( 10) Viſitation Charge Pier 25th. * Bidding prayer is when 
che Congregation is deſired, Sceretly to pray for ſuch and ſuch things. 
; 


(AI) See Conicrence at the Savoy page 57; (12) Great Dict. in- 
barl., ade 
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"why ate they ſuch Enemies to the Miniſters praying in the Pulpit? Þ 
Cur. The Reaſon is, becauſe they derogate from the Excellency of ' 
the common Prayers in the Book, which are read trom the De, 
as if they were not perfect. Countr . O, then you think the Com- 
mon Prayers perfect. Cur. Yes, who doubts that, but ſuch ill na- 

tur d Cratures as you are. Countr. Tell me, Sir, Do the Com- 

mon Prayers contain a Petition for the Aſiſtunce of the Miniſter 


that is to Preach (when there is Preaching? ) Cur. No. Conntr- 
Do they contain a Petition for a Bleſſing on what has been Preach'd ? 


Car. No. County. Then it ſeems they are not ſo very perfect, 
but that the Miniſter might be allow'd to put up a Petition of that 


Nature himſelf. However, Sir, You have open d mine Eyes, and 
J hope in God neuer to hear a Sermon which the Miniſter dare 
not both her in and conclude with a Prayer, and ſo am not hke- 
ly to be your Proſelyte. Yer I'm content ro diſcourſe a little tur- 
ther with you on this Subject of Prayer. Cur. Say on- 

III. Countr. M.y not a Miniſter by the Rules ot the Church 
oft Englund conceive a Prayer, or pray Extempore, as they call 
it, upon any occaſion ; Suppoſe, in Baptizeing, Marrying. giving the 
Communion, Viſiting the Sick or the like - (ur-. He muſt pray 10 


ot her wi ſe but by the Book, Coun v. A poor Country-man being 


ſuddenly taken ill, ſends for the Prieſt in the Nzght 12me to Viſit 


bim Car. What follows? Countr- Unhappily the Conntry man 


has never a candle in his houſe ; how ſhal the Prieſt read? Cyr. 


The caſe is clear, the ſick Man muſt want Prayers, to teach him 
to be better provided. County, Sir, it ſeems to me the ſtrangeſt Þ- 


thing in the World, that rhe Miniſters ot the Church o Et gland, 


being all (as they profeſs) the Ch Ildren of God by Spiritual re- 


generation, muſt not yet open their mouth to cry Abba Father, 


but as they read ir out of the Book. Cur · And do you then think 
there is any Excellency in Extempory Prayers? Counir. Yes, in. 


deed I do. Cur. Then 1 muſt deal Trou, 4d y. with you, to cure you 
of that error; I tell you, Friend, thut Fætempore Prayer, ber 


[ed bell 
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front and ready Expreſſion- 
Saviour, the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriftians had all Prayed Ex- 


2 Co . 
beſt performed. is nothing (13) but a buſineſs of invention and 


D 
* 


wit, and requires no more but a ſeeming imagination, a bold 
Country. I thought, Sir, that our 


Cur. What then? Countr. I think then, it looks 
ſomething like Blaſphemy, to ſay that Extempore Prayer when beſt 
performed is nothing but a Buſineſs of Invention and Wit, but 


| pray Sir, why ſhould ye be ſo fierce againſt Extempore Prayers: 


Cur. Tis out of pure Love to the Church of England, For J am 
ſatisfied in my Conſcience (14) that, that Intoxicating Be- 


S witching-cheat of Extempore Prayer has been all along the De- 


vil's Maftcr-picece and Prime Engine to overthrow that Church 
425. Countr. Sir, I'm ſorry to hear any Body talk at that Deſ- 
perate rate, will you call that a Maſter-piece of the Devil, which 
is the Effect of the Spir;7 ot God? do you think that theſe that 
pray Extempore, may not Pray by the Spirit f Cur- Ay, there's 
true Presbyterian Cant. Yes, your Miniſters pray by the Si- 
rit, 1 confeſs, but know ye what Spirit it is, Let all their Ex- 
tempore haramgues be conſidered, and duely werghed, (15) and 
you ſhall find a Spirit of Pride, Faction, and Sedition, predo. 
mi nant in them all: the Only Spirit which thoſe ImpoFfors do 
Really and Indeed Pray y. Count, Matth. 12:ver-31. 32. Cur: 
You are muttering ſomewhat in to your ſelf, 4 chink. County. 
Tis true, Sir, but that which I have to ſay to you, is, that the 
Reproaching people with praying Extempore, and praying by the 


Spirit, 2s 2 Szgn of a prophane heart, and of ſuch as ave alto- 


gether Strangers from the power, and comfort of the Duty. 
Cur. Right Mhig over again, I knew you would not ſtint, till you 
gave Signs of the heart, your Miniſters teach you fuch Stuff as 
that. County. Our Saviour has taught us ( 16) by their Fruits 


De ball know them; and as for this particular- I repeated only 


(13) Jouth's Serm? ub Supra page 137. (14) South abr 
ſupra page 139. (15) 3 CO 
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the words of Dr, Wilkins Biſhop (17) of Cheſter. Car. Ves, 
another VVhig Biſhop, Brother in Law to Oliver Cromwell, what 
better could be expected from him? But Friend you ſuffer your 
ſelt to be Deluded, for ] do not in the leaft queſtion, but the chief | 
deſign of ſuch as uſe the ex tempore Way, 11 to amuſe the unthink. | 


i Rable, with an admiration of their Gifis, their whole De- 
votion proceeding from no other principle, but only a love to 
hear themſelves talk. And, I believe, it would put Lucifer 
himſelf hard to it, to outvye the pride of one of pd nn ouring 
aut his Extempore uff amongſt his ignorant, whi 

Followers, liſtning to, and applauding his copious Flow and 
Cant, with the Ridiculous accents of their impertinent Groans 


(18) Countr. Sir, you have declaim d very powerfully, and Ire. 


ferr it to all the ſober part of the World, to judge, if one that talks 
at that rate, is not fitter for Bedlam than a Pulpit, you have fair- 


ly. juſtified the Picture I drew of a High Divine, a great deal of 


Bluſter, and a Spice of Blaſphemy, is all the Logic we are to 


expect from him. Cur. But can you have the Confidence to deny 


but that theſe that plead for Extempore Prayer, do it only 7hat 


they may vent their Paſſions, inſinuate their Jealouſies, di ſße. 


minate their pernicious Principles, and foment au Faction. (19) 


@untr, Yes, Sir, I can deny it, tor I know it to be AMornffrou//| 
falſe and am ſure, you cannot bring Evidence of it · Cur. Evi. 
dence! why, the Great Maſters of the Extempore Git in the 
Late Times (20) uſed to Lybell the King in the Lord. Conntr.| 


As how Pray? Cur. lu their Extempore eftuſions they uſed to 
pray, that God (21) would Turn his Heart, and Open bi! 
Hes, as if he had been a Pagan; Conntr. A very Haincus Fault 


ſure, and a ſtrong Argument no doubt bur is there any thing above 


the Degree of an Idiot, will ſay that none want to have their heart: 
turned or Hes Opened, but ſuch as are Pagans: a little Flag 


(17) Gitt of Prayer page 10. ( 18) Dr. South's Serm. 161 ſ8- 
ra page 136. (19) Grand Debate Relumed page iftc, (20 
Aas Serm. at ſupra page 138. (211) idem. 


wih 


neing Factious 


'I 3 | r 
wit, Sir, (which by the by is ſeldom found in compa 


. 5 . 

ny with a ſolid 
Judgement) makes agreeable enough Converſation over a Bot le 
or at a Drinting Table, but in the Pulpit whence I ſuppoſe you 
borrowed that Stricture of yours) tis intollerable. But that I may 


| give you a particular anſwer, In the firſt Place I muſt take the 


treedom to tell you, That if the Church of Exg/and and our own 
Epiſcopal Clergy at home had made ſuch a Prayer for the late K. 
James, when he was upon the Throne, and had not 4/own him 


up with the falſe Notion of Paſſive Obedience and NON: Reſiſtance, 


which they never meant to keep longer than their own Perſons or 
Perquiſits began to be invaded, they had probably ſav'd the three 
Nations a hunder Thouſand Lives, and a hunder Millions- of Mo- 
ney by Modeſt Accompr. Secoudiy, If Praying Extempore be ſo 
dangerous in point of Faction, I'm ſure Preaching is much more 
ſo. and has been found to be ſo in Experience, Witnels Sz4/horp and 
Muinuaring, South and Sucheverell, &e, who have Inflam'd Hu. 


mors, Preach'd Sedition, rais*d Mobs, and been the Cauſe of more 


Blood-{hed than all the Extempore Prayers of Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters ſince the Reformation. If then your Argument be good, all 
Preaching ouzht to be diſcharg'd, as it has been oftner than once 
(22 ) in England, ſince the Reformation. | 

Cur. But, Friend, conſider, pray, can any Sober Perſon (23) 
think it reaſonable, that the publick Devotions of à whole 
Congregation ſhould be under the Condut# and at the Mercy of 
4 PERT, EMPTY, CONCEITED, HOLDER-FORTH, whoſe 
Chief if not Sole Intent is to vent his Spiritual Clack. Countr- 
No indeed, Sir, no Jober Man will think that reaſonable, bur, 
pray, tell me, Are all the Divines of the Church of England or: 
our Epiſcepal Divines here in ot land, who are ſo fond of the 
Engliſh Service, ſuch Pert, Empty, Conceited Fellows, not one 
of them of ſo much Diſcretion, that they dare be truſted: with the 


publick Devotions, except as they Read them out of the Book. E 4 


(22) See Burnet's Hiſt: Reform: Abridg page 64: and Page: 
349» Part zd. (23) See South's Serm. ub; ſupra page 13777 _ 
1 C 2. | a confeſs: 
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eonfeſs you have given a good Character of your Selves. Again ask, : 
can any ſober perſon think that a Minifter who is of Ability enough to 
tell People their Duty in Preaching, {houtd yet be abſolutly unfit to 
Pray for them 2 That I think, Sir, paſſes all common Underſtanding: 7 
cuir. But, Coſſip: I have a more weighty Conſideration yet be- 
= :hind, You know the Sins and Wants; and Mercies need full for a 
Congregation [ at leaſt ſuch as can be mention'd in a promiſcuous | 
Auditory ] are generally much the ſame at all times, and what 
need is there then of Exiempore Prayer? Do you think that God 
is to be complemented with a Charge of words or a Set of new if © 
Phraſes? (24) Country. No ſurely, I have no ſuch thought, but 
then I anſwer. F;rſt, The Queſtion betwixt you and us is not I 
Whether FORMS in publick Worſhip be LAVYV FULL, but 
Whether they be Abſolutly Neceſſary: For the Church of Eng- 
Land allows ef nothing but FORMS in Prayer, Nay, nor ot ANY 
' -DOTAHER FORMS, but ſuch as the Church has ſer, calling all 
other Prayers whether Compos'd or Extempore PRIVATE CON: 
| -.CEPTIONS. Secondly, *Tis-true, God is not to be taken with 
| new Phraſes, but ſurely the Church is-oblig'd to follow ſuch a 
Method in her Devotions, as may be moſt Affecting to the Peo- 
ple that are to join, and may make them moſt Attentive and In- 
tenſe, which a Change certainly does in the Experience of the Ge- 
mnerality of Men. Cur. Yes indeed, with the Generality of the 
Mob and Raſcal Muliitude, but not fo with People of Senſe or 
good Taſte. Countr. Say you ſo, Sir? Then tor an Inſtance I'll 
produce you the Judgement of one, whoſe Senſe was never doubt. 
ed, and who was thought to have as fine a Tafte as any Man in a 
England. Sir V. Coventrie, after he has reprov'd the imperti-W .: 
nent Ramblings of ſome, which indeed deſerve to be reprov d wher- t. 
w 
t 
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ever they are. .Ox the other fide (25) (he adds) there may bi 
too great Reſtraiut put upon Men whom God and N.ture hail 
dflerguittd by bleſſing them with a happier Talent, and nit 


(24) South ubi ſupra, Grand Debate Reſumed, (25) Che. 5 
rakter of a Trimmer, page 48 " | 
9 
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only by giving them good Senſe but a powerfull Utterauce too, 
= has enabl'd them to 550 out upon the attentzve Auditory with 
a mighty Stream of Fed 

2 Man ſo qualify'd, endu'd with Learning too, and above ali 
” adorn'd with a good Life, breaks out into a warm and well de- 
liver d Prayer before Sermon, it has the Appearance of a Di. 


itt of prayer page 10. 


evout and unaffetfed Eloquence When 


dine Rapture, he raiſes and leads the Hearts of the AſSembly 
in another Manner than the moſt Compos'd or bet Siudied 
Form of Set Words can do. Aud the PRAYWEES who ſerve up 
all their Sermons with the ſame Garniſbing wou'd look like 
ſo many STATUES or MEN of STRAW i the Pulpit, com- 
par'd with thoſe who ſpeak with ſuch a powerfull Leal that 
Men are Tempted at the Moment to believe, Heavenit ſelf has 
Dif ited theſe Words to them. Now, Sir, find me ii you can, 
any thing was ever ſpoken ſo Senſibly and ſo Nobly in Favour of 
Set Forms, and you ſhail gain me. This is ſo far from being poſſi- 
bie, that I can produce you the Teſtimeny of an Eugliſs Brſhop 
himſelf (26) aſlerting that Prayer by Book is commonly Flat and 
Dead, and has not that Life andVigour init to Engage the Mfecti. 
ons, as when it proceeds immediatly from the Joul it ſelf, and 
that Set Forms do eſpecially expoſe People to Lip-Service and - 
Formality, And I may appeal to your own Judgement Whether, 
if the Minifters of the Church of Euglaud had been ty'd up till 
now to the Reading of the Homilies, without being allow'd te 
make Jermons of their ows, both they and their Auditories had 


not nauſeat on them ere this time, And yet I have a ſtrong Im- 


preſſion that the Homilies are as compleat a Body of Sermons, © 
as the Liturgy is of Devotions. (ur · Nay but, Fr:end, there lies 


. this Exception againſt Extempore Prayers, That Miniſters either 


thro* Weakneſs or Inadvertency are apt to ſtumble into Petitions 


& which the Audifory ,cannor join with. County, Tis true, Sir, but 
then I Anſwer Frſt, (27) If he, who is the Mouth of the Reſt, 


(26 ) Wilkin's Gift of Prayer, page 9, 10, (27) Wilkins 
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tliro Impudenee deliver that which we cart approve of, God does 

not look upon it as our Prayer, if our Deſires do not ſay AMEN | 
rot. Secondly, There is a Cure to be had for this. Cur. What, 
pray? . Countr. This, to wit, To chooſe Miniſters of that Suſfici- 
ency and Diſcretion that no ſuch thing may be fear d from them. 


Gur: But how ſhall tach Miuiſters be got for every Congregation 


in Eiglund? ls it to be expected, that poor Curats upon 15 r 


20 Pound, a year ſhould be of ſuch Sufficiency, County. Let them 
put away PLURALITIES, and make a more equal. Dividend 
of the Revenues ot the Church, and then, I doubt not, there may 
be a competency for a man of Suſſiciency in every Congregation. 
cur. Bar, Friend, it is the great Honour and Support of the Church 
of Englaxd, that ſhe has ſo many of the Sons of the Nobiliry and 
Gentry among her Clergy, and how thould theſe be ſuitably pro- 
vided for, if Pluralities were taken away? Country. Nay, Sir, 
I can ſay nothing to that, if they will ftarve their Souls, to pro- 
vide for their Sons, who can helpit? Zut in the mean time [ 28] 
it ſeems to be no very good Conſtitution, where theſe that do not 
Feed the Flock, do yet Eat of the Milk thereof, and thoſe that 
don't Serve at the Altar, do yet Live by it. 


Cur- But Goſſip, the Giit of Prayer is a Buſineſs of vaſt Di ff. 


culty to be attain'd, and why ſhould Miniſters be put under that 


Difficulty, when the Common Prayer may relieve them of it? 
Countr. Sir, tis of ſuch Difficulty (29) that it it be but Sei 
attempted (as a} Religious Cuſſiueſſes ought to be, tis eaſte to be 


attuned by axy one that has but Common capacity: and natur- 
all Reaſon ſeems to dictate this; tor is there any Man that's ſenſi 
ble of his Wants and Dangers, but will find a way to Pray with. 
out Book? And the leſs of Artzfce there is in his Prayer, thi 
more Jzxcere, and Conſequently the more Prevailing it is witi 
GOD; lt a Beggar (30). Addreſs me with a ſet Speech, I look 


[28] Lord Werulam's Conſiderations touching the Church o 
England page 35. [29] Wilkins Gift. of Prayer page 11. 
[39] e EC nocte paratum:s 
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that God made ſuch a man for a Miniſter. 
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upon him with an Indifferent Eye, perhaps ſuſpect him for a 


Rogue, but it I ſee his Wants dictating words to him, he is ſure 
to move me. Cir. But do yeu think that every one that can ex- 


 Z preſs his wants in Secret before God, would be fit to do it be- 
* fore the Church. Countr. No indeed, but I think that every man 
that's admitted to be a Minsſter ſhould be thus fit, for I think 

that he ought to be ſuch a one as lays the Caſe of his People ſeri- 


oully to heart, before he come to repreſent it before God in pub- 
lick, and this will readily ſupply him with Eloquence (31) for 
out oi the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh: I think 
he ought to have ali the . probable Evidences of a gad Man, and 
this will help him to a good Frame, which wondertully looſens the. 
Tongue. It all this be not enough, I think he ſhould be one, 


whom Nature and Study has furniſhed with a competent Talent of 
Elocution, fo that he is capable to expreſs himſelt ſ#z7ab7y. And 


if he be not able to do this, at leaſt upon ordinary occaſions Eſpe- 


cially. it he have a Directory of the Church to point him to the 


Great Lines of the Publick Devotions, I fhall never be perſwaded 
| Cur. I fee you are ob- 
tlinate, and not to be convinced on this head, pray go on to a- 
nother. 3 1 „ ; 
IV. County. Sir, I find many of theſe whom you call your Great 
Divines, in the Church of Hugland, inveigh mightily againſt Long: * 


Prayers, and make very fine Satyrs againſt the Presbyterians on 
that head. Cur, And are they not juſt in doing ſo? Countr. Sir, 


have heard five Hunder Presbyterian Exerciſes in my time, but 


1 rever heard any of them ſo long as either Morning or Evening. 


Prayer is in the Service Book. Cur: O, Friend, you don't ad- 


vert; tho' the Devolions belong, yet the Prayers are ſhort, for- 


they are divided into many ſhort Collect or Prayers many of them 
not containing above one Petition. Countr. That's a way of De. 


Ders. 
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yotion, Sir, which I'm ſure neither the Scripture juſtifies, hor can 


- Reaſon account for. Cur. O, tis the great Excellency of the 
 Common-Prayer-Book, and I ſhall give you the Reaſons of ir, 
from the Writings of the Great Doctors of the Church. County; 
Let me hear them pray. Cir. In the firſt place the publick De. 


yotions are divided into ſo many ſhort Prayers and Collects, be- 


cauſe (32) ſuch was that which our Lord himſclt Compoled, and 
therefore the Church ordered it ſo, that therein ſhe might follow 
our Lord's Example. Country. Tis true, Sir, our Lord gave us a 
ſhort Prayer, but does not that Prayer comprehend all that's need. 


full rai be prayed for? Cur. Yes certainly. County. And does 


every Mort. Collect or Prayer in the Service Book Comprehend all 
that's figedfull. Cur. Not ſingly, but take them all jointly and 


they ds. County, I ask again, Sir, did our Lord mean that his 
Diſciples ſhould ſay that Prayer 44/7 at once, or meant He, that 
they;ſhould fr put up one Petition, and then pauſe, and inter- 
pole ſomething elſe, and then go to another Petition? Cur. No, 
He ſurely meant they ſhould ſay it 4a// at once. Conntr. How 
then, I beſeech you, can this juſtifie the SHREDINGE the Pray- 
ers into ſo many Parcels, with pauſes between. Believe it, Sir, it 
was not our LORD's Example, but that of Rome that the Church 


| of England followed in this matte, thus it is in the Roman Rit- 


uall and Breviary, the Method the ſame, the Words oftimes the 


ſame, Gur. Nay, but Friend (which is the ſecond Reaſon) *ris | 


very Difficult you know to keep our Minds Jong intent upon one 
Thing, and much more upon ſo Great things as the Object and 
SubjetF of our Prayers: Twas therefore reaſonable to divide the 
publick Devotions into ſomany ſhort Prayers and Colles, that the 
Mind might not fag in it's Intenſneſs. Countr. What you alledge, 
Sir, is very true, that tis Difficult to keep our Minds Jong 
intent, but then I ask ycu, when we do find them intent 


ol the Common Prayer, page 39. 
> Dr: Beveridge 161 upra, page 39. 


( 32) Dr. Beveridge Sermon on the Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


ou d 


hou'd we OLC NTA $ LI lack the Intenſneſs? Or, do ye 
Mink it ſo eaſie to be recover? d, aiter we have ſlackt it? Intenſneſs 
of Mind in Prayer is certainl, the Etfe& of the Spirit of God · But 
I think every good Chriſtian will own that the Motions of the Spi- 

rit ſhou'd be chers/h'd not quench'd | have obſerv'd oftner than 
once, our Miniſters (for we acknowledge THET have. Infirmiries, 
tho TOURS have none) Segiν,iͤng Publick Prayer With a per” 
ceivable Heavineis upon their Spirit, and yet pray themlelves and 
the Auditory too into a DVINE WARM H in the progeeſs ot it. 
Now, had it been accountable in them to have broke ohn the 
s gmiaſt of that HEAT? I had certainly reckon'd it a terrible Serail. 
ll ing of Catan over them, it they had: And an Vuſupportuble Ty- 
d ran y in the Church, it ſhe oblig'd them to it. Cur. O what pro- 
is digious CANT is all this! I can't endure to hear it. All that which 
ir you call WARMTH and HEAT in Prayer is nothing but WARMTH 
r- of FANCY, HEAT of IMAGINATION, the Working ct the ANI 
0, MAL AtFr CTIONS, MEER MECHANISM, and BODILY EX. 
w | ERCISE which profiteth little. County. Sir, I acknowledge you 
y- © have ſpoken in the true Stile of your Party ( 33,) but as tis evi- 
it dently profane, and maniteſtly falſe to the Experience of every 
h good Chrittian in the World Js exception, 1o- your Argument 
t- WW wants even the Colour of common Senſe to ſupport it: For, be- 
1e Ml cauſe the ANIMAL AFFECTIONS operate with Sesſible Fer- 
is vour in Prayer, Does it thcretore follow, That the Spirz7 of 
10 GOD did not excite them? Or, That becauſe the Inferiour 
id and Bodsly Faculties do Operat, therefore the Superiour Fa- 
ac culties do not? Who knows not that GOD who knows our 
he Frame, works within us according to it, and that the Soul and 
ec, Body work mutually upon and affect each other ? Theſe then 
g who make the working of the Animal Affections, and the working 
nt of the Sp:zri7 of GOD inconſiſtent don't conſider the Make of Hu- 
man Nature, nor the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD in applying 
Himſelt to us as compound Beings conſiſting of Fleſb and Spirit, 


rr eee eee 


(33) Dr. Scot, the Author of the Fundamental Charter, es 
paſſum omnes. „ | + LNG 
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of Inferior and Superior 0 But I have ſomething yet to n 
add (and pray mark it well, for it may Ediſie you) and *ris this, P 
Thac of all the Proteſtant Churches in the World, the Church of 1 
England has the leaſt Reaſon to ſpeak againſt an ANIMAL NOR. k. 
SHIP: For, of all others ſhe has aim'd moſt at the raiſing the 4 
Animal Affections by her Way of Worſhip, tho“ the has the Un- JS 
| happineſs to attempt it by uninſtituted Methods: For what elſe © 
means the pormpouſneſs ot her Service? What elſe is deſign'd by te 
the Sacred Veſtments, Cope, Surplice, Rotchet, &c? What elſe a 
by the Ceremonzes, Organs, S:nging-Boys, and all that mimical y 
Cringing and Bowing, which is below the Gravity of a Man, much y 
more of a Miniſter? Can there be any thing elſe deſigu d by all je 
| this, but to bear upon the Senſes, and affect the Imagination? 
Cur. Well, Goſſip, lecing you are ſo ill pleas'd with that Reaſon, 7 
| Fllgive you a third. You know ( 34) we thou'd pur up all cur 1 
| Petitions in the Name of Chriſt, County. Right, Sir, but is it I 
| neceſſiry to mention the Name of Chriſt at the end of EVERY 
Petition? Or, ſuppoſe it were, is it neceſſary to break off the v 
| 
| 


Prayer when we do lof No Man can ſee either Precept, Example, 

or Reaſon for that, and tho“ your Divines have call'd that Argu- P. 
ment of yours / NANSW ER AB LE (35) yet, I thick, in 11 
common Senſe they cou'd mean ne more, than chat it deſervid no in 
Anſwer, and ſo you may ge on to another - (ur By thus drwuide. in 

ing the publick Devotions, Every Petition is uthered in with ſome il G 
of the perfections and Properties ot GOD luitable to the Petition tr 
(36) Countr. This Sir, is of the ſame weight with the former tor 1 Ge 


Imo, It will not be eaſie to prove, that every Petition, or even e- pr 
very two or three Petitions ſhould be Uſhered in with ſuch a pre- th 
awmble, I'm ſure there's neither Precept nor Example for it; 240, K. 
Tho it were necellary, it might be done without a pauſe or ſtop. I th 
3#:0, Several ot the Prayers and Coliects in the Service Book have 2 


( 34) Dr. Beveridge ubi ſupra, page 41. (150 Gout hes 
Serm· ub ſupra page 183. (36) Dr. Beveridge ubi ſupra page 
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no ſuch preamble, and 4 In thoſe that have, the Attribute and 
Pericction of GOD mentioned, does not ſeem to be ſo very well 
ſuited to the Petition following. The Prayer fer the Clergy (you 
know) runs thus, Almighty and Everlaſting God, who alone 
doeſ great Marvels, ſend down upon the Bilhops and Curats the 
Spirit of Grace. Wherein the Connexion between the Preface 
& Petition is not ſo #41ur al and Immediut, but that it gave occaſion 
to one to put that Jatyrical queſtion, What (quoth he) is it ſo great 
a marvel that Biſhops and Curats ſhould have the Grace of GOD. 
you muſt then ſeek out other Reaſons for that Practice, tor Heſe 
you have adduced are not of a Dram weight. Cur. Let that Sub- 
ject fall then, and go on to another. . 
V. Countr. Does ever the New Teſtament give the Title of 
PRIEST to the Miniſters of the Goſpel as ſuch? Cur- No. 
Couritr. Why then does the Service Book ule it fo often? . Cur, 
There is no ill in that; PRIEST is only a Corruption of the 
word Presbyter. Countr. Nay, but I ſtrongly ſuſpe&, the Ser- 
vice Book iuſinuats ſome frilſe Doctrines under that Title. Cur. 
What pray- Cuntr. Even theſe; that they offer a PROPER . 
Propitiatory Sacrifice in the Sacrament ot the Euchariſt, and 2445. 
That there is a power of forgiving Sins Properly ſpeaking lodged 
in the Church or the Prieſts and Miniſters ot it, which is Exerted 
in the C. CERDOTAL Abſolution, Cur: Theſe are only your 
Groundleſs and Uucharitable jealouſies; There are no ſuch Doc- 
trines inſinuate under the Title of the Prieſt, in the Service Book- 
Countr. Nay Sir, my Jealouſies are not ſo Groundleſs, as you ap- 
prehznd: for in the firſt place. The Calling Goſpel Miniſters by 
the Name of Prieſt is plainly the Popiſh Stile, and all the World 
knows that the Papiſts give them that Name upon the Account of 
the toreſaid Doctrines,. (37) In the ſecond place, The Ergli/ 
Biſhops in the Conference at the Savoy, gave this Expreſs Reaſon, 
tor Retaining the Name PrzefF, in the Liturgie, becauſe ABSO- 


( 37) See the Rowan Ritual, on the Sacrament of Pennance 
and the Euchariſt, x 9 5 
E 2 „ LH 


( 20) . 
LLTION and CONSECR ATIOM could be performed by none 


under the order of a Priet. (38) And 3dly, The Biſhop of 
Norwich in his late Viſitation Charge acknowledpes that theſe 
Doctt᷑ines are Propogate among the Divines of the Church of Exg- 
land, tor advancing the Honour of the Clergy (39) tho' indeed 
very honeſtly he ſpends A great part of his Charge to his Clergy, 
in diſputing againſt them. Now Sir, theſe are Grounds which I be- 
lieve you will not e u anſwer, tis plain (atleaſt ) beyond Con- 
tradiction, that the ILitle of Prieſt gives Countenance to theſe 
Doctrines. Cizr- Well, I ſhall think better en them againſt ſome 

other time. Now proceed... 
VI. Read a Paſſage here in the Service Book. Curat READS. 
And note that there ſhall be for every Male child to be Bapti . 
ed, two God-Fathers and one God-Mother, and for every Female, 


%. 


one God. Father, and two God-Morhers. County. Now, pray, Sir, | 
what's the Office of theſe Cod. Fathers & God. Moi her. Cur. It is 


Twofold. In the firft place, To repreſent the Child as Proxzes, & 


to Believe and Repent 2 the Childs flea, and their Profeſſion of 


Faith and Repentance is Conſtructed to be the Child's & thereupon 
the Childs Shiritual Regeneration (about which you moved a doubt 
in our former conference) proceeds; all this is clear from the Office 
ot Baptiſm and the Catechiſin in the Service Book. For in the Ot- 
fice of Baptiſm, the Prieſt asks, Doeſt Thou in the Name of this 
Child, Renounce the Devil and all his Works &c? + Aniwer, I 
Renounce them all, Doeſt thou believe in God the Father Al. 
mighty &c?> Anſwer, All this I ſtedfuſtly believe. Wilt thou 
be Bapiizedin this Faith? Anſwer, That is my deſire, Wilt 
thou then obediently keep Gods Holy Will and Commandments 
&c?. Anſwer, I will. Tho“ theſe Anſwers are uttered by the 
Cod. Fathers, yet they are ſuppoled to be uttered by the Child- 
Contr. Now, Sir, I crave leave to Suggeſt two or three things to 
you on this Head. In the fr ff place the Great Forraign Divine 


Norwich Viſitation Charge 1709. page 13,and 19. 
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(38) Se the Grand Debate pace 78. (39) See Biſhop off 
Voest 


ac 


| ward the 610. 
| Bucevs having approved the Fxgliſh Liturgie. 


21 ) 
Poet Relates (40) that des Queſtions and Anſwers, have been 
a Grievance to Peoples Conſciences ever ſince the days of K. Ed. 
24ly, Your Writers uſe to Boaſt much (41) of 
Yet Burnet in 
his Hiftory of the Reformation Expreſly relates (42) of him, that 
he did not approve of the God-Fathers Anſwering in the Childs 
Name. 34ly, Such a piece of mimickry can never be thought the 
Reaſonable Service that GOD requires: 4 hly, All the other Pro- 
teſtant Churches Teach that Children are baptized in the Right of 
their believing Parents one or both; but this Practice of the Eng- 
lith fubverts that Title, and takes away that Ground of Infants 
Baptiſm, Cer. Indeed, Friend, the Church of England does not 
admir Children to Bapriſm upon the account of their (Hriſtian Pa- 
rertage; forthe words of the 29 Canon are. No Parent ſhall 
ether be urged to be preſert, or admitted to anſwer for his own 


S Child, And the admirs all Childten, even theſe ot Infidels and A. 


theiſts to baptiſm, it they be preſented by Cod. fathers aid God. 


| mothers, and, ſay (43) the Biſhops, in the Conference at the 
| Savoy with the Presbyterians, who objected againft that Doctrine. 
| Our Church concludes chairitably that (hriſt will favourably 


accept EV ERT Infant to Baptiſm, that is preſented by the Church 
eccordeng to our preſent Order. Countr. Sir, lacknowledee, the 
Church of E gland has the Roman Ritual on her ſide, both as to 
Doctrine and Form of Words; but, I fuppoſe, no Proteſtant will 


| think that a very engaging Argument, where Scripture and Re. 
jon are wanting, as they evidently are in this Cale. 


But. Sir, there 
are 7wo Anſwors to twp Queſtions in the Engliſh Catechiſm relating 
to this ſame Subject, which I cannot ſo wel) comprehend the Senſe 
of Cur. What pray? Country. Here they are. Queſt. What zs 
requiredof Perſons to be baptized! Aniw. Repentarce, where. 
by #hey forſake Qu, and Faith, wherety they ſtedfaſtiy believe 


(40) Eccles. polit. lib, 2. tract. 1. cap: 6- page 415. ( 


| Cades Appendix concerning Ceremonies, page 21· Sc. (41) Page 
129 · part. 2 · (43) Page 129. ; 


the 
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the Promiſes of GOD made to them in that Sacrament. Queſt: 


Why then are Infants baptized, when by reaſon of their Tender 
Age they cannot perform them. Anſw. Becauſe they promiſe | 
them both by their Suretie*, which Promiſe when they come to 
Ae, themſelves ure bound lo perform, Cur. Well, what have 


you to Object againſt theſe Aniwers ? Connty In the firſt place, 
the Promiſe ot Faith and Repeutance made by the Fureties, is nei- 


ther the o nor the mum Reaſon why Intants are Baptized; but 
Iris becaule they are the Seed of the Faithful, Cor. 14. & theretore | 
have a tight to the Seal of the Promiſes, & ſo the Anſwer to the ſecond | 


of theſe Queſtions is falſe. 2dly, It the Performance of Repent- 


ance and Fai-h be required of all Perſons to be Baprized, Infants | 


as weil as Agult Perſons, as the Anſwer to the fir FF of theſe Que. 


ſtions plainly intimates; How is it poſible that the vzcar;ous PRO. 


MKE of the Sureties can Anſwer the demand «t PERFOR M- 
ANCE; This is Incomprehen{ible to ail Senie and Underſtanding; 


and yer the Anſwer to the 24, of theſe Queſtions Aſſerts that it 


does ſo. Did the Martyres who compoſed the Liturgie ſpeak 
monleriſes Or appoint Children to be taught it by way of Cate- 
chen. Cur. Friend I acknowledge,. the Anſwer to that 24. Que- 
ſtian is not ſo very zntelligable as need were: For when Actual 
Perſonal Performance is required, it is hard to conceive, how a 
Promiſe by another is accepted in Lieu ot it; but the Martyrs 
wha Compiled the Liturgie arc not to be blamed- ter the Unin- 
telligableneſs of that Anſwer, for they were long dead betore that 
part of the Eig liſh Catechiſms about the Sacraments was Compil- 
ed. Cuntr, Why, is it not in K. Edwards, or Q. El:zabeth's 
Liturgie? Cur. Not at all; It was not compiled ull the Confer- 
ance at Himpton Court, after K. James the ſixths Acceſſion to the 
Eugliſo Throne. Count r. Well Sir, K. James was a Scholar, and 
would not (hope) ſufter onſenſe to be put into the Liturgie. 
CLur. No indeed, but, you mult know, the Anſwer was otherwiſe 
«conceived, than we zoty find it.  Countr. How Pray. Car. Thus 
Why then are Infauts Baptized, when by.reaſon of their ten. 
der Age, they cannot PERFORM them, Anlw-.Tes, they do 
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PERFORM them by ther 3 &c. Thus it is in all the 
Service Boobs in R. James the 6th, and K Charles the iſts time; 
and chus it is in the Liturgie lent down by him to Scorlund anno 
1637, and fo pe: forming being in the Anſwer, as well as in the 


ueition, it makes good enough Senſe. Countr. True Sir, it makes 
better Fenſe, but it makes the moſt Horr:d Doctrine that can well 


be Imagined; For how God. Fat bers and God. Moi hers ſhould 
Perform Repentance and Faith for the Child, is beyond Com- 
prehenſion; And yet much more ſo, when 'tis conſidered, that 
Millions of them never Perform them for themſelves. Sir, che ge- 
nerality * of the Eugliſh Writers Ridicule the Doctrine of the Im- 


putatation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs at a ſtrange Rate, and yet 


they allow the Imputation of a ſorry Creatures Righteouſneſs, which 
is always Imperfect, and in many Cales none at all, | leave it to 
the World to judge how accountable this is. But how came Per. 
forming to ſlip out of the Anſwer and promiſe to be put into it's 
fead? Cur. ll give you the Hiſtory of that; After K. Charles 


the 24s Reſtauration, the Presbyterians, in the Conference at the 


Savoy, made a heavy Objection againſt the Anſwer, as it was firſt 
conceived; and therefore the Biſbops ſtruck out Performing and 
put PROMISE in it's Room. County. Well, Sir, are the Epil- 
copal Divines in Euglaud fully ſatisficd with it, as it now ſtands; 
Cur. I confeſs they are not. they will not ſpeak har/ly of any 
thing that's in the Service Book; but they ſay (44) Modeſtly 
that pſſibly the Anſwer might be betier Digeſted than it ts: 
County. I am pertectly of their Mind, for nothing can be worſe 
Digeſted, and ſo tor once we are agreed. 

But tell me in the next place, Sir, what's the ſccond part of the 
Cod. Fathers and God. Mothers Office? Cur. It is to undertake 


a2 SURETIES (as among other things) fo for the Child's Chri- 


ſtian Education. Courty. 11 the God. Fathers and Godl. Mot bers, 


be the Surelies for that, pray who are the Praciples? Cur: 


*See Dr. Scots Cbriſt. Life Vol. 4. part 3. cap. 6: Cc, (44) 
Towerſon on Bapti in, part 11. page, , 358. 
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46. Tit. x. 16. (47) Dr. Bray ubi ſupra. 
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1 
The Parents, with whom the God-Fathers and God. Mothers ate 


a joint ſecurity to the Church (45 ) Conntr. Bur, Sir, you told 


me juſt now fromthe Canons of the Church, that the Parents are 
not Admitted to Anſwer for the Child. (ur. And what then 2 
County. Why, Sir, thence I think it follows, that the God. Fur ber 
and God-Mothers Obligation is null? Cur. How ſo? County. 


Tho I am not Skilled in the Laws my ſelf, yet have heard that 
the Law (46) ſays, that where the Principal is not bound, the |: 


Sureties Oblig tion is Null. And indeed General'y the God. 
Fathers and God-Mothers who are Sureties, are ſo far ſeen in the 
Law as to underſtand this; for the Child's Chriſtian Education is 
the thing in the World, they leaft think on, and no wonder indeed, 
for the Engliſh Service in this Particular is yet worſe than the 
Pop:/h Ritual. Cur. How ſo? Connty. By the Rubrick of the 
Pop:/h Ritual, the Prieſt is Exprefly diſcharged, to admit tor God. Fa. 
thers or God. Mothers, ſuch as are Infidels or Heretrcks, or Pub. 
tickly Excommunicat Perſons, or ſuch as are iattrdicted, or 
ſuch as are Scand z/ous, or are not right in their Wits, or are ig. 
norant of the Elemenes of Faith · But the Service Book has no 
ſuch Caution · Cur. True, the Service Book has none, but the 
Cuuous of the Church have; Look here the 29th, Canon, Nei. 


© ther ſhall any Perſon be admitted God-Father or God. Mother 20 


any Child at ChriiFntug or Confirmation, before the ſaid Prev. 
ſon ſo Undertakeing hath Received the Holy Communion. County. 


Now, Sir, allow me to Anſwer in the ffyſt place, ali the World 
knows, that Canon is not obſerv'd, even the Doctors of the Church 

of England tell us, (47) that the Wngodly crewthat never ap. 
proach the Holy Altar ave admitted to that Office, and that 


Parents often provide ſuch for it, as are moſt likely to make 
the Infant a good Preſent, or leave it a Legacy, or beflury hand. 


ſomely on Midwives aud Nurſes, let them be never ſo Looſe, 


(45) Bray's Catechetical Lectures, Lect. 31. 32. (46) Inſtit 
Lib. 3 tit - 20 de fide jußoribus. H. L. fide jußor obligari Lib! 
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Leud, or meer Children, or otherwiſe T/nqualified, adly, The 
Canon was net intended to Exciude Perſons irom thai Orkee tor 
want of #2ora/ qualifications, but for want of Age. Car. Why do 
ye think ſo? Countr. One good way, Sir, of knowing the 


meaning of a Law, is by the Title or Rubrick ot it, now 


the Title of that Canon runs thus, CHILDREN ROT COAL 
T MUNICANTS are not to be God. Fathers. Cur. Ay, but, Goſ- 
ſip their being Communicants ſuppoſes them to be morally quali- 
fied. Count r. Sir. you might talk at that Rate in (u or Ja. 


pan, or ſuch far off Counti ies, where the Cuſtoms of England ate 


not known, but Scotland is too near the Doors ior it. Don't you 
2 know, Sir, that all the People of Eygland ate obliged to Communicat 


thrice a Year? (48) Den't you know, that it is not in the power of 


the Miniſters of the Church of England to repell any Bedy tem the 
Communion, unleſs they would expole themicives to vexations 
Suits? Cur. Iis true. County. Say then in the name of Mo- 
* deſty, how peoples Communicating will inferr them to be good 
 Chriſtia:'s? Are all the People of England ſuch? Cur. But Fri- 
end, no Church ought to be uubraided with that, which is the 
matter ot her Griet and Complaint. Countr. Right, Sir, but where | 

did they ever complain of the want ot ſuch a power to Repel un- 


worthy Perſons trom the Cemmunion. I find the Eygliſh De ct- 


ors inveiglung agai it tho Fresbytertan practice of Examining 
People betore the Communion (49) ard, that I think is no ꝑreat 


ſi2n ot their grief. Cur. But in tlic Repreſentation by the Loder 
Houle of Convocation. Decr. 1704 You't find them cemplain- 


ing heavi'y to the Archbiſhip and Biſhops, of their Dificnities 


about Aumiſtrang the Holy Sacrament (50) to all perſons in- 


differently. Countr. Sir, you need no more for underſtanding 
the intendment of that Repreſcntation, bur to Read the Words, 
Me ſer rot how we can in ſcverall caſes att conformatly tothe 
Rubrick and Cas ons of the Church, iu repelieng ſuch perſons as 
are £:worthy, AND PARTICULARLY NOLOKIOUS SCHIS- 


48] Can. 21- [49] Furingdons Sermon on 1 Cor. II. v. 28. 
G MATICK3_ 
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MATICES, without expoſing our ſelves to vexations and en. | 
penſive Suits at Law. here was no hurt intended thereby te 
the true Sons of the Church, how leud ſoever, but the Bolt was 
Directed againſt the Deſſeuters, whole Occ uftonal Conformity qua- 
lifics them for Places. ; | £ 
| hinc ille lacryme ! -2 
They have got a Trick ot calling ali Diſſenters Shiſmaticks, | 
which, by the ſame Figure of Speech, that the Papiſts call every 
body bur themſelves Heretzcks, is very true- Cur. | fiad there 
is no convincing of you on this head; go on to another- 5 
VII. Countr. Read theſe Words in the Office of Private Baptiſm firr 
in the Service Book. Curat READS. Becauſe ſomethings ES. |} of 
SENTIAL fo this Sacramerit may huppen io be ommitted thro | 
Fear or Haſte in ſuch time of Extremity, therefore I Demand 
further of you, with what MATTER was this Child Baptiz'd? 
With what WORDS was this Child Bapiiz'd! County. Now, 
Sir, let me ask you a Queſtion upon this Paſſage, Is there nothing 
ESSENTIAT, to the Sacrament of Baptiſm but the  ATER Þ 
and the WORDS? Cur. What elle ſhould be ESSEN! ALF 
thereto ? Couutr. Is not a Lawtul Miniſter ESSENTIAL to 
the Adminiſtration of it? Car. The Service Book veguires a 
Lawtul Miniſter to the Adminiſtration of. it, in the Words betore 
theſe juſt now Read, but it does not allow a Lawtull Miniſter to d. 
be ESSENTIAL thereto, ſo far from that. that the Church of of 
Eszgland ratifies Baptiſm Adminiſtred by LAICKS and WOMEN. [|F th: 
County Now, pray Sir, Let me Reaſon this Matter with you, [TI 
Cur. Do fo, and | ſhall Anſwer you in the very Words of the [| le 
(Greateſt Divine of the Church · Countr. Is not Laicks & Women's lis 
Baptizing a d Practice? Cur. it is. Countr. Is it not direct- WM w 
ly contrary to the Rules given by the Apoſtles? Car. It is: Sh 
(County. ls it not founded upon the Opinion of the Iadſpenſible ¶ ci, 
Neceſſity of Baptiſm unto Salvation? Car. It is. Count r. Is not | tac 
that a falſe Opinion? Cur- It is · Countr. Why then does the Ser- 
. wice Book countenance ſuch a Scandalous Practice, by teaching 
| cahaconly che MATTER and the WORDS are ESSENTIAL Þ 23 
= - Þ | 0 
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to Baptiſm? Cur. Il give you the Reaſon of that. It is becauſe 
Baptizing by Laichs aud Women has been a Practice Vnsverſully 
ipread over the Chriſtian Church. Country. O then, you allow - 
PRACTICE to prevail over the RLE of the Golpel, and 
bring in a NON OBSTANTE to the Law of God. Cr. I here 
is no Help tor that, Friend, it has obrain'd ſo Univerſally in Eng- 
„land. Comntr. Well, Sir, but | Hope that God will ꝑive all cur 

y Country- Men fo much Grace or Wit as to prevent it's obtaining in 
Scotland; and ſo I ſhall aggravate it no further, but only crave 
leave to make io Obſerves upon this Practice. 1920, This con- 


n firms what [ laid in the former Dialogue, Viz: That the Church 
of Englaud DAMN all Infants dying without Baptiſm, ſeeing 
tts only to prevent that, that ſhe allows and Ratifies Baptiſm by 
4 Mid. wives and the like. Iſao, What a pleaſant Jeſt is it to find 
/2 our Epiſcopalians ſcruple Baptizing with Presby terian Miniſters, 
v, and yet Doat upon the Liturgy, which allews Baptiſm by Mid- 
g wives. (51) | 


. Dic Quintiliane Colorem: 
Cur. Procced to another Head. 
VIII. Countr. What do you think, Sir, of the DISCTPLINE © 
of the Church of Erglind? Cur. Tis the very beſt in the Chri- 
I ftian World. Sacheverell himſelt has laid it, (52) and deny it who 
dare? County. *Tis true. Sir, it is not fate to contradict the Hero 
of the Mos, yet I hope we may reaſon it Modeſtly- You know p 
that part ot the Service Book which they call the COMMINA-. 
ITION. Cur. Yes. Country. Does not the Church there acknow- 
| ledge, that There was a GODLY DISCIPLINE z the Primi- 
tive Times, that ſuch Perſons as ſtood convatt of Notorious Sin 
| were put to open Penance. Cur- She docs. Country. Does not 
She acknowledge that She her Self has not that GODLY D!ſ- 
cipline? Cur. She dees · County. How then came that Brazen- 


fac d Fool to aſſert that the Engliſb Diſcipline is the beſt in the 


| C51) For all this ſeventh Particular, Ses Burnet's Expoſ. Art: 
23. Page 261. (52) Serm: on Falſe Brethren. page Mihi 15. 
G3: Wotrlc, 
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World, when the Church her Selt in her Publick Offices gives him 
the Lie, at leaſt once a Year? (53) Gur. Ay, but Friend, She 
WISHES that, that Godly Primitive Dilcipline were reſtor'd. 
County. And I believe ther's a Difference between WISHING and 
HIN. but pray how long has the been W1SHING that? | 
Cur, Above theſe 150 Years, ever ſince the days of K. Edward 
the 6/5. Countr. But his She join'd Endeavours to her Wiſhes 
Cur. Don't touch upon that, Goſſip, 
In Magnis VOLUISSE Sat eff. 
_OGounty, But, pray, how does ſhe puniſh Her Delinquents? Cay. 
By the Purſe, Goſſip, which is a more Effectual way to make one 
Repent T/nfergnedly than the Stool of Repentance, Sackcloath 
For White-Sheeft, or our other Scotch, or Genevan Mcthods. 
. Ploratur lacrymis amiſ53 pecunia VERIS- 
— — | . Nemo dolorem. 
> ___- FINGIT I hoc caſu, Juv. 5 | 
if They have Lay Chancellours, a Parcel of rare Fellows, that make 
Tranſgreſſors draw Notably. County. But, Sir, is that the GOD. 
LY DISCIPLINE that was in the Primitive Times ? (ur. [ 
can't ſay that. County. Well, Sir, 1 ſhall not further inſiſt on't, 
I find it has been true what a Gentleman told me, that had fallen, 
thro* the Infirmitie of his Fleſh, in both Kingdoms, that he cou'd 
never get money enouzh to ſatisfie the Church, nor Repentance 
enough to ſatisfie the IRR. Car. Bur, Friend, are not you con- 
vinc'd. That the Scorch Deſerpline is grateing to People, by the 
Severity of enjoyning publick Appearances betore the Conprepation? 
Countr. And don't you knew, that as ſevere as it is, tis but Chil 
dren's play to what was us' d in the firſt and pureſt Times of Chri- 
ſtianity? Car: That's true indeed. Conntr: And don't you know, 
that the beſt of the Eugliſh Writers (54) acknowledge this Cur: 
I confeſs it. County: Then, pray, Sir, ſpeak to the Authors ol 
your Party, to forbear their 4ull Jeſts againſt the Scorch Dif 


be 53) See the firſt Rybrich, before the Commination. : 54) 
Cave's Primit; Chriſt: Part 34, cap. 51h. 8 
| 5 cipline 
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eipline, which are equally the Effect of Ignorance and Impudence 

Cur. Well, drop that Particular, and go one to another. County. 
Sir, You have given me ſo little Satistaction upon what | have al- 
ready propos d, that I think it needleſs to inſiſt. Cur. Iis your 
Obſtinacy makes you ſay ſo, for I have anſwer'd you generally in 


the very Words ot the moſt Famous Doctors of the Church. County. 


I chouyhr, Sir, to have heard what you had tofay tor the Bong 
to the Altar and at the Name JESUS, Cur. The Service Book © 
does not enjoin theſe, County. But the Canons, I'm iniorm*d, do, 
(55) Cur. Nay but, I was to anſwer you only upon what's in 
the Service Book. And ſeemg you have ceas'd to object, I muſt 
propole ſome things to you, which, 1 hope, will either recommend 
or enforce the Engliſh Service upon you. Countr- Pray, let me 
hear them. E : 

I. Cur. If you conſider the LANGZ AGE, Goſſip, you can- 
not but be allur'd by it. For, in the firſt place, it is Eugliſb. 
County, That's well, Sir, and therein | confels it has the better « f 
the Miſs Book, which is in Latine. Cur. Secondly, Tis PLAIN 
ENGLISH, . Country. Sir, | an{wer in the fr place, Our Peo- 
ple underſtand FLAIN NOT H, and ſo we are at leaſt cquall 


wich you. Jecondly, There are ſome leading Terms in the Ser- 


vice Book, ſuch as Benedictite Benedictus, Magnificat, Nunc 
dimittis, Te Deum, Advent, Septurgeſima, Sexageſima, Quin« 
guageſima, Qu idrageſim i, Ember Days, Rogation Days, An- 
nunceation, Epiphiny, Fitary, &c. I think they are neither 
ENGLISH nor PLAN ENGLISH, nor do | believe cvery 
Body underſtands them: Cur. In the third place, tis Proper Eng- 
liſh, County. | Aulwer in the firſt place, That the. Language of 
the Service Book is ſo PROPER, is owing to the Presbyterians, 
it was their Importunity in the Conference at the $zvoy, that made 


che Biſhops yeild to have the Epiſtles and Goſpels in the New 


Tranſlation, it was their Iniportunity prevail'd with them to change 
that Nonſenſical Phraſe in the Form of Marriage Tz1} Dea:h us 


(55) Can, 18. Anno 1603. and Can. 7. Auno 1640. 
N De part 
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Feaſt of the Angunciation; Nor the 40th of Tſazah to be Read 


to have them altcr'd (57 ) I hope, that's none of the moſt Proper 


en the STATE, and lo perfectly naught in the Church (58) But 
| biſh, then Squire Bicſer. t if the TATLER, Cenſor General as 


he was, has been in the wrong, and Delerves to be Cenſur'd him- 


do with the YATL ER, being upon Serious Matters? County. 
Ha, patience Sir, the TATLER was a Man who wrote both goed 
Senſe and good Lanzuige uſually, and there is a kind of Epicu- 
rim in finding a Hole in ſuch a Man's Blanket - Cur. Well, what 
of him, pray? Coarntr. Way, Sir, in one of his Lucubrations he 


&c, and aſctibing Divinity to them. (59) Cur. and what of all 
that? Countr, Why, Sir, Mr. Bickerſtaff did not advert that be 


0 was ceſlecting on the Stile of che Service Book in all this. Cur: 


As how, pray? Chuntr. ſhou'd we, Sir, Worſhip any thing that 
is not a DIVINITY? Cur. No. Countr: Yet, in the Form of 
Marriage in the Service Book, every Man profeſſes to VVorſhip 
his Bride, faying, Vith my Body I thee Worſhip, Now why may 


7 Li Henn, poge 6. (5 3) Buruets Hills Relorm: : Abridg: Vol: 2. 
Page 73. (59) Numb, Pins, _ 


Dep irt, into Til] Death us do Part. (56) Secondly, I don't | 
think it very Proper Language to appoint as the Service Book | 


does) the 74h of Iſui ab to be Read FOR THE F'PISTLE on the | 
For the Epiſtle on che Feaſt of St. Jobn Baptiſt. all the Word 
W Knows chele are not Ep:/tles, and why then ſhould they be read 
Fo Epiſtles. Thirdly, The Pſalter both in Proſe and Meeter 
are ſtill in the Old Tranſlation, notwithſtanding ot Remonſtrances 
Engliſh. Sure Jam, Sir, it England's Church Muſick were not 
better than her Church Poetry, it would not be very Charming, | 
and 'tis a pittifull Matter that the Poetry ſhuu'd be ſo very good 


now, Sir, it you will have the Service Baok to be ſo Proper Eg. 


ſelf. Cur. Ny. now you begin to Rave, ſurely; What have we to 


imputes the Vanity of the Women tothe extravagant Complements 
tliit the Men beſtow on them, calling them Nymphs and Goddeſes 


(56) See tke Conceſſions in the Conference at the Savoy. (57) 


F tor or ce. Cur: Away with your Triftling. County. Nay, Sir, m 


4; 


not a Man call a Woman a oof or ſo, when the Church FAY 


liges him to Worſhip her? Here | think Mr. Biclerſtaff is nick't 


Sober carneſt ( 60) it the Word be not zmproper, as Ule has now 


7 fix d the Notion ot it, the Doctrine is Idolutruus, and lo you may 


© one to another Argument. (61) | 
II. Cur: You Whigs are a Prophane ſort of People, you have 
need to have the Eng liſb Service brought in among you to teach 


you to keep Holvdays. Countr. Why, Sir, we keep 52 Sundays 


a Ycar, what lack we yet? Cur, Lack! Youlack more than you 
have, the Service Book will teach you to keep fitty and fiſty too 
beſides theſe. Countr: What pray? Cur- In the firſt place, there 
are ſixteen Eves or Vigil to be kept. Country: Pray, what may 


8 theſe be? Cur: They are Fut Days betcre certain Feaffs, Countr: 


«Tis reaſonable enough, Sir, that it one be to Feaf? to Morrow, 
be thou'd Faff to Day: What more are theie? Cur, Twenty 
nine Fe iſt Days. Country: Alack, Sir, My Fortune's but ſmall, 
Twill never — ſo many feaſts. Cur; O, they are holy Feaſts, 
and Wi. not bu den your Fortune, you muſt go to Service in the 
Forenoon. Cour tr: And to Drink and Debauch in the Afternoon? 
Cur: No, the Canon has enjoin'd a more Godly Obſervation of 
them (52) Countr: True, but Corruption generally prevails over 
the Cus on, all the World knows that Chriſtmas tide (for Example) 
is made a perfect Bachnal, a time wherem G/uitony and Gor- 
mandizing is Rampaut, and when any #1:/{:iuted thing is abus'd, 
and no longer Ediiying, by your own Principles, the Uſe of it 
ought to be taken away. Cur: Nay, but Friend, the Service Book - 
appoints a great many Das of baiting and Abſlinance to be ob- 
ſerv'd, tor Mortitying of Men, vz& the 40 Days of Lent, the 
Ember Days, Rogaizon Days, and every Friday inthe Year: County. 


( 60 | en FUANGUAR Ridentem dicere vernm, 
quid vetal : ?. par „„ 5 Hor - 


(61) See all theſe Arguments upon the Language of the Serrice 


| Book adduecd by Dr Bevericg 101 ſupra (62) Can 13. Au o 
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Then, Sir, I'm a dead Man, 0 + the Engliſh Service prevail in 
Scotland; For | ihull never be able to Faft ſo oft and ſo long. 
e Cur: Nay but you need fear nothing of that, *tis 
* See Burnet's only Fafting from Fleſh that's meant, you may 
Hiſt: Reform: take as much of any other Victualls as needſull. 
page 73 ub. Countr: Well, Sir, that's ſome comfort, tor I can 
ſupra. make a ſhift to live without fleſh. But now let 
W - | us Re.zſon a little upon the Head. Has GOD ap. 
1 pointed theſe days to be kept; Cur-· I was gueſſing that would 
| be out with you. You Presbyterians Cry ftill for God's appoint- 
ment in every thing Countr. Why truely, Sir, we would not be 
guilty of a Vain Worſhipping of God, and our Saviour has ſaid 
Muth: 15. v:g. In vun do they worſhip me, teaching for Doc 
tri nes the Commandments of men Cur. Know ye what ſort of 
- Commandments of men theſe were, that Chriſt reproved in theſe 
words? They were (63) ſuch as did contraditt or evacute 
or undermin'd the Laws of God, as appears by the inf ince he 
gives, of denying maintenance to their Parents in neceſſity un. 
der pretence of having devoted their SubiFance before to God, 
But he did not reprove ſuch Commandments of Men, as do no 
way tend to any ſuch thing, but rather to the Increaſe or Orng. 
ment of His Worſhip. And you are to take this for a conſtant 
Rule [and remember it weil] that in indifferent Matters, it the 
Church enjoin them as Parts of Religion, tho* God do not en. 
join them, yet if he have not Forbidden them, the Comma:.d. 
ment of the Church is enough to oblige us to obſerve them, and 
we Sin if we de not (64) Countr. Talk't like a Doctor I confeſs, 
bur there's hardly a Plow-man in this Country that does not know 
all this ro be molt Abominable jugle, we are ſure that in Matters of 
Religion, it is no Sin to Neglect what God has not Commande d, 
thoꝰ all che Churches in the World ſhou'd command it Cur. How 
are ye ſure of that, have ye any Scripture for it? Yes, Sir, that 


(63) Bras Catechet. Le. Lect 32 page 3 38. (64) South's 
Serm- Vol. 2. page 534. 5 
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Content upon Which you put ſuch a deceitfull Gloſs. Cur. Pray, 
let me hear you bring it home to your Purpoſe. County. Was not 


the wou ng; dhe Hands before Meat an indifferent Buſineſs in it's 


own Nature? (ur. It was. Cbuntr. Had God>commanded it? 


cur. -Norbur the Church had. Countr. Did not the Diſciples tranſ- 


greſs that Command ot the Church? (ur. They did. Countr. 


And did net Chriſt allow them in. and defend them ſor ſo doing? 


Cur. Iconfeſs-he did. (ountr. Then, Sir, if my Sautour juſtiſie 
me,-let all the World condemn me as much as they pleaſe · I have 


often found the Church of England Writers Regrate the unhappy 


Caſeot- rhe Church ot Exglund, between the Papiſts on the one 


hand, and the Puritans on the other. And I muſt confeſs they 


have Reaſon : Fer the ſame Arguments by which they overthrow - 


the Papiſts, ſerve the Puritans exactly to overthrow them by; 


The Church of England has rejected a great many Ceremonies and | 
Holy Days, which the Church of Rome obſerves; when the Pa- 
piſts implead them upon this, their ordinary Anſwer is, that God 


| did not inſtitute them, and therefore it is no ſin to reject them; 


now when the Puritanus make the ſame defence for their rejecting 
the Ceremoni es and Holy Days, which England Fill Retains, 
one may ſee with half an Eye, that the Puritans Anſwer the 
Church of England as Effectually as the Church of England 
does the Papiſts. Cur: Well, Friend, how little ſoever may 
be laid from the Scripiure for keeping Holy Days, yet, I 
hope, you will not deny, that the keeping of them has been a 
very Ancient uſage in the Chriſtian Church. County. Thar, Sir, 
indeed I confeſs; for | remember a certain grave Hiſtorian told us 
above Twelve Hundred Years ago, (65) that in his days, many 
neglecting the Precept of the Scripture, of laying nothing on the 
Church but what was Neceßary, looked indeed upon Mhoreing 
as a thing indifferent, but contended for Holy Days, as if it had 
been for their Lite. Nay | acknowledge the Obſervation of Holy days 
is as · Ancient as the Apoſtles, Galati aus q. verſe 10, 11. Xe obſerve ' 
Days and Moneths and Times and Years, I am afraid of you leaſt 


(65) Hocrat: Hiſt; Eccles: Lib. 6. cap. Sl a 


Th 


1 have beſtowed on you labour in vain. And fo, Sir, in this point 


we are agreed. And perhaps, with a little pains taking, you might 
bring me a turther length, tor I am not ſo nice, but that | can find 


in my heart to eat a Gvoſe on Chriſtmaſs day ( it one invite me tot) 


as well as on Good-Friday. But now when ſpeak of Chriſtmaſs, 
pray tell me, are you ſure that the 25th of December was the day 


ot Chriſts Nativity. Cur. Who doubrs that 2 Conntry. I have] 


heard, Sir, that no body had the confidence to Aſſert it for at leaſt 
four or five Hunder Years aiter Chriſt. Cur. That's nothing, 
Goſſip. we are now aſcertained of it by a Afzracle. Cbuntr. A 


Miracle Sir! Pray, what? Cur. The Miracle of the BEES 
Goſſip. did you never hear of that? County, Sir, | bel. eve, theſſfi 


molt part ot all the Miracles that have been wrought theſe 14 or 


15 Hunder Years have been Miracles of BEES. Bur I never heardſf 


of that for Chriſtmaſs. Gur. Then, | muſt give you the Account 
of ir. Upon Chriſtmals Morning. immediatly alter 1 welve a Clock 
at Night ſtrikes, the Bees come out ot their Cells, and Whisking 
round their & pes (as yeu call them) thrce times, in a body, 
they Bumm torth their Chriſtmals Carols moſt Muſically, County. 
Are you lure of that? Guy. | can't ſay chat the Presbyteriat 
Bees are ſo Regular, but | have been aſſured ot it by People of or 
own Perſwaſim who have been Eye & Ear Witncfics of it; & who 
are known to have as good ſtore of Bees as wy in the Country, 
that . theirs do [»» And | would not have you to doubt of it. 
Country. No Sir, it ſhal pals for Sterling with me. and J thall rake 
care that it be inſert in the next Edition of Jacobus de Voragent. 
I find: one ought to be wary in Diſputing with you about HH 
Ds, tor „ou have molt power:uil ways of Silencing Men: | 
remember, the other day, overhearing a Spark of your Party 1un- 


ning out in a mighty Panegyrick on the Engliſh Service. and dil 


parazin,; all other Ways ot. Worihip, | chanc'd bluntly to ask him, 
For what was the Feaſt of the Epiphany? IWhy, Says he. (with 
his Cheeks tull of Bluiter 5 Hpiphuuy was a great. Sant, and 
4 Learnd Huther: But . IWhigs, don't know the Saints na 
dhe Fathers. Aud thus I was Reprov'd, ' Cur That was — 


wn 
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not Commemorate upon that Occaſion. 


„ Cf En 

a Blunder in the honeſt 8 County- True, Sir, and mam 
ſuch Blunders we may every day hear irom ye, tho“ we muſt not 
ſay they are Blunders, for fear of the bold brave Speaker. Cur. 
Well, but Goſſip, how is that an Objection againſt the Service 
Book *Tis hard to impute the Blunders of our People to the Book, 
upon which they make them: The Book it ſelf tells in plain Exg- 
Jiſh, That the Feaſt of Epiphany is kept in Memory of the Ma- 
niteſtation of Chriſt ro the Gentiles. 
lieve, in the Ancient Church it was Proper (66) call'd Fpipha- 
ny becauſe of the Manifeſtation of Chriſt to be the Son ot GOD, 
at his Baptiſm in Jordan, which yet the Church ot England does 
Car. Well, kriend, I lee. 
you're Słiff. neck't, but | have ſome Thoughts behind which, I hope, 
will Infallibly bring you in love with CLiturgy- 15 

III. I mut tell you then. (67) That there has been no Church 
yet of ary Account in the Chriſtian World, but what has go- 
wernedi's public Morſiip of GOD by a Liturgy, or ſet Form 
of Pranver. Put ou ErthuſtiStick im odators, the Bold and 
Bli-4 Refcrmers of all A:1t1quity, and wiſer than the whole 
Cuihulick Church beſides, muſt needs introduce 1110 the Room of 
it a Sawcy, Senceleſs Extemporary Way of ſpeaking to God? 
County. Bravely ſpaken, Sir, and your Argument wants nothing 
but Truth to make it Unanſwerable. Cur. Why, and do you think 
it Filſe? County Sir, it is only ſo Notoriouſly Falſe, that in all 
the New Tettament from the one end of it to the other, there is not 
the leaſt Syllable of a Liturgie uſed, by any of the Churches therein 
mentioned, nor will any man in his Right Wits affirm it, and yet 
I think cheſe Churches were ot pretiy good Account, the belt, I'm 
ſure, that have been irom that time to this. Ca. O then you 
think it ſeems, that the Apoſtles did not uſe a Latungie · Connty: 
Yes Veril,, I do think fo; tor I'm ſure they ſlood in need of none, 


(66) Chryſs.ſ- Homil. 23. de baptiſmo Chriſti, Tom. 1. page 
278. Cave's Primit. Chriſt. Part: I. cap. 7. page 196. ng 
(67) Kuth.s Serm. Vol. 24, page 126. 1 
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County. True, Sir, butl be. 
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( 36 ) 


. being indu'd with the Extraordinrry Gift of the. Spirit, by and at. 


tour their ſtanding Abilities- Cur. Well, Friend, I find you don't 


underſtand Gyee+: For theſe Words in the New Teſtamenr Act. 


doubt 
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doubt. Count. Nay Ra. Sir, you have taken a wrong Scent;, 
and theſe Letiurgies mult be abſolute Forgeries. Car. Howle? 
County. Becaule St. Peter's Liturgie makes mention of ſcverall 
Perſons that-livid not till Two or three Hundred. Years alter Peter's 
to Death And in St, Mark's Liturgie, they pray, That God wou'd 
ad protect the City for the ſake of his Martyr and Evangeliſt Mark. = 
Look when you will, you'll find it ſo. (71) | 3 
1 Gur. Well whatever come of St. Teter's and St. Marks Lei- 
ir, ¶ turgies, yet | have another Apoſtolick Leitungie behind, which 
n. you will not ſo caſily rid your hands of. Countr: Whoſe pray ? 
it. Gur. St: James's. Countr. Did he compole a Leituryy 4 Cur. 
Yes, he did, tho“ being too long, St. Baſil Abridg'd it, and put 
it in a new Dreſs: And being yet too long St. (Hr) ſeſtom ſhorten'd 
it again. Countr. Sir, either St; Jumes has not had good Skill of 


th | to ſhorten or alter What he had done. But tell me pray, are theſe 
ice Leiturgics yet extant? Cur. Yes they are; and don't you ven- 


40 Church who are mofi likely to know theſe thirgs from their Re- 
1 cords do tall retuin them, and wou'd loudly laugh at any 
Min that wou'd make doubt wheiher THEY weve the Authors 
f them, (72) Countr. Sir. the Greeks are naturally W ANTON, 
A:id *cwere a Pity to hinder them to Laugh. However, that which 
is cali*d St. James's Leiturgy was no more HIS than TORS: 
(ur. How know you that? Countr. Becauſe, I'm told, it men- 
tions the HO MOOT SION, and calls the Virgin Mary, DEF 
PARA, Terms which they ſay, were not known in the Church 
ſome Hundreds of Years atter his Time (73) And as to St. Bu/al's 
and St Chryſoftom's Leiturgics, they tcach the Doctrines of the in- 
vocation ot Saints, Prayers tor the Dead, the Sacrifice of the R. 
and ſuch other Ridiculous Stuff. (74) 8 py 


| (71) coci Cenſura Script: Vet: page 78. (72), Hammoi'd's 


nie Vindicat. ot the Leiturgie, page 12: (73) Ger Cenſura Script. 
ces, Vet. page 9. (74) Ibadem pa e 125, and 164. &c- 5 


; 


making Leiturgies; or, St. Baſil and St: Chryſoftom ware too Pert 


ture, | adviſe you, to call them Forgeries too- For the Greek © 
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Cur. But 1 bake you will not deny at leaſt, that the Primitive 
| Chriſtians pray'd by a FORM. (bun r. The Contrary thereof is | 


maniteſt as the Light: For in the fir Age the extraordinary Ef, 
fuſion of the Spirit ſuperſeded ( as your own Writers (75) con- 


ſeſs) the Neceſſity of FORMS Fuſt:n Martyr in the Middle of | 


the ſecond Century, giving an Account of the Chriſtians publick 
Worſhip, ſays (76 That the Preſident or Miniſter Pray'd and 
Prais'd (not by Book or torm, but) TO HIS ODT, MOST ABI. 
LITZ. And Tertulli tn, in the Beginning of the herd C entury, 
aſſerts of them That they pray'd SINE MONITORE QUIA 
DE PECTORE. (77) Which Signifies in Scots, That they 
that Pr iy from their Heart, don't need à Prompter: 

IV. Car. Friend, I cou'd wiſh you were more Perſwadable, and 
that you wou'd come in to the Eg liſh Service in time: For we 
arc reſolyd to have it in at any Rate. County: I believe that, Sir, 


in Spire of all Law Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, and tho* the Attempting iÞ 


it /hou'd blow up Three Nations into a Flame, not to be extinguiſh'd 
without an Ocean of Blood, for ſuch was your Wiſe and Pious 
Conduct in rhe Year 1637. Cur. And if ance we get it Enacted 
by a Law, there is a ſhort and effect Way provided for ſtop. 
jn your Mouths and Anſwering your Objections Country. Why, 
perhaps you'll hang us, tor that's both the ſhorteſt and moſt El. 
fectual Way | know to ſtop o e's Mouth. Cur. Nay, dis ſome- 
thiaz worte than that. Country Then, perhaps, you'll do with 
us as in the Nays of Yore- you did with De: Leighton. who be. 
cauſe in his SINAVS PLEA or APEAL TO PARLIAMENT 
he had attack d the Leiturgie, was (78) Sentenc'd to a perpet- 

uall Impriſonment, to a Fine of ten Thouſand Pound Sterling, to 
be Degraded, to be Pillory'd and Whipt, to have his Ears eut off, 
his Nole flit, and his Face Branded, all which was moſt Barbarouſ- 
Iv Ececute upon. him This, Sir, were a pretty Eſtectual and 
C LAJDABLE Way of Anſwering our Objections, but 1 cant 


(75) vide Grand Debate Reſumed. c 76) Apol 2d. page 98. 
93 80 Ap. ad Gen. C. 39. ( "vg 3 Val, 3. — 


A 


fay it wou! d be the ſhorteſt. Cur. Nay there's yet ſemething worſe 
than that provided tor you, County Then, Sir, Im at an end of 


Gueſſing. tor on this fide Hell can hardly imagine any thing worſe: 
"n- MW Cur. Why, that's it Goſſip, we'll DAMN you All, and give 
of yu to the Devil whole Sale, by Excommunication. County: 
ck WW Nay, now, Sir, you're but frighting me, I know certainly the Eng- 
nd 7:/b are the beſt natur'd People in the World, and they wou'd ne- 


ver treat us at that Rate, even ſuppoſe the Leiturgy were Enacted 
by Law- Cur- Thou Simple ir credulous Fool, tis already deter- 


[AR min'd, look here. read the Canons with your own Eyes. Conn- 
bey try-man Reads, Whoſoever ſhall hearafter affirm (79) That the 
| Form of God's Worſhip en the Church of England Eli by 
nd Law, and contund im the Bool of Common Prayer is a COR» 
weſt RUPT, SU-PERSITIOUS, or UNLAWtFULL Worſtzp of God, or 


cont uaneth ANY THING u it that is Repugnant io the Scrip- 
tres, let him be EXCOMMUN:CATE iPSO FAC IO, and 
#ot Restored but by the Biſhop or Archbiſhop after Repentance, 
and 'Publick Revocation of ſuch his WICKED ERROR. Hard, 


ted Sir, very hard | muſt fay. Cur. Nay, Read more: For you want 
op- to be awaken'd. Country- man Reads, Whofſoever Mull hearafter 
hy, affirm (80) That the RITES and CEREMONIES of the Church 
Ei WW of England by Law Fſt.ibliſiid are Wicked, Ar tichriſtian or Super- 
ne- ¶ ſtitious, or ſuch as being emma ded by Lawfull Authority, Men 
1h MW who are Lealouly and Godly Affected, may not with any good 
be. Con ſcieuce approve them, uſe them, or as Occaſion requires ſub- 
NT {cribe unto them, let him be EXLOMMUNICATE IPSO FAC- 
er | TO. Sc. Cur. You ſes now what you are to Expect if you con- 
ro MW tinue obſtinare, and don't think theſe are BRUTA FULMINA, 
off, they have a dreadfull Sting in their Tail, tor they not only ſend 
2uſ. one to Hell hearcatrer, bur ro the 7a here, by a certain Writ 
and that they call DE EXCOMMUNICATO CAPTIENDO CGCountr, - 
ant But, Sir, I hear that tho“ theſe Canons be mounted, yet the Biſh. _ 
* Þ| $ps are wiler than to DISCHARGE them. Cur, Ay, what bet- 
98. = | 
, (79) Canon Ach. (80) Canon 6th. ; 
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ter can be expected of King s Biſhops [$r] But Non. con. 


formiſts ſhou'd be treated 2 GROWING MISCHIEFS or IN. 
FECTIOUS PLAGUES [ 8z ] Many of the Preſent Biſhops are but 


Falſe Brethren, They ought to Thunder out the Eccleſi iſticali 
Anathema's and let any Pewer on Earth DARE Reverſe them, 


[83] Couxtr. Sir, you have ſpoken Bravely and like a Man tru- 
4y out ot his Wits. But now, it you cou'd get your ſelf into a 


| cold fic again, | wou'd ask you one ſober Queſtion- Car. Say 


one. Conntr- Are there any ſuch ſevere Thundering Canons in 


the Churchoſ England againit Swearing, Drunkenvels, Whuredom, 
and other Groſs ſmmoralities? Cur. No, no; Non. conformity 


to the Service and Ceremonies is the Große, lid almoſt ſaid the 
only Immortality. [84] Countr. | find it true. Sir. what was 


ſad by Mr: E 1chiry Bovd of old (85) CEREMONIAL SINS 


ARE PUNISHD SUBSTANTIALYET. AND SUBSTAN: 


ALL SINS ARE PUNISHD CEREMONALLY. Ad 


the Eccellent Lord Faltlind in his Speech before rhe Houſe of 
Commons to the ſame Purpoſe, The Conforming to Ceremories 
( lays he) bzs been more Exnatted, than ou to Chri. 


ftranity: Aud while Men for Scruples h̊ be been undone. for 


Attempts upon Sodomy they have been or:ly Aimoniſid (80 
And Bet a preſent Miniſter of the Church of England has told 


us in PLAIN ENGLISH 75 the HATERS of GOD 


and Lovers of the Church, one wou'd think were a Riddle, if 
not a Contralitiou, yet tis an exceeding common Caſe now 3 


Ds (87) | can't bur ſay, Sir, you with well to your Nation || 


when you attempt to introduce ſuch a Church Conſtitution among 


- Bs 


v. Car. I muſt tell you, Friend, you deſerve all chat Severity, if 


( 38 ) Repreſ. Lower Houſe of Conwoc. 1704: Title page. (82) 
ich. Serm: falſe Brethren page 38. (83) lhrdem. (84) bid: 


(85 ) Rujb: Fol: Vol. 4. page 184. (87) Serm plain Erg/i/h, 
Page 43. |= | 


there 


page 15: (85) Citante Voetio, Eccles. polit Vol, 1. pave 47. 


ere 


1 

there were more of it} For, Vu are Apoſtates * tle Frgliſh 
Service: Your Fore-Fathers the Retormers ſuch as Kr ox, I IIc. 
Harlaw, and I know not how many more oi em were tor it- And, 
in December 1557. the Lords of the Congregation ordain'd it to 


| be us'd in all the Pariſhes within the Realm, and the Kingdom Sub- 


ſcrib'd to it in the Year 1560, but you forlooth muſt be wilcr 


than your Fathers. Conntr- Sir, I have heard of a Brother oi yours 


that had a MARE whoſe MEMORY was ſaid to be better than 
her F/D2 EMENT. Suppole our Fore-Fathers the Refermers 
newly come out ot the Darkneſs of Popery had been tor the Eg. 
Liſp Leiturgy, Does it theretore tollow that they oughr {lili ro have 
ecrain'd it? Or that we having juſtly rejected it ſhould reſum e it 
again, now that the Errors ot it are Palpable  Becauie Caltn 
call'd the Eugliſh Ceremonies TOLLER ABLE FOO LERIES. 
(38) Were they therefore to be intertain d? Or ouęht they to be 
recall'd where they are expell d? But this only by the by, upon 
Suppoſition that your Aſſertion were true. 
But tell me, Sir, are you RE That our Reformers were for 

the Engliſh Service? Cur. R E]! Did you ever Read the 
Book Enritl'd THE FE NDAMENTAL CHARTER OF 
PRESBITERT? Countr. O that's the Book your Folks Swear 
by. I remember to have ſcen it about 14, or 15 Years ago when - 
it was Freſh and New, but I have now almoſt loſt the Memory of 
it, Cur. Well, Friend, that Author has DEMONSTRATED it. 


| County. Pray, What has he DEMONSTRATED? Cur. He has 


DEMNNSTRATED, Friend, That our Retormers Generally if 
not / NANTIMOT SLY acknowledgd the Communion of the 
Church of Euglaud, to be a Lawtuil Communion, That the Chief 
Luminaries among our Reformers were for the Ergl;ſh Leiturgie. 

That it was once /NIVERSALLY, in Ule in Scotland, and 
Was uſed for at leaſt Seven Years together. But J have not now 
time to ſhew you how powerfully he docs this. I recommend it 
to you te Read the Book it Self. County. Sir, I {ball do ſo; and 


(88) Calvin Ep: Aulis Froncf. Page mihi 213. 
L. fat | 


f Hp Country. Man being informed, that ſome People Imagine : 


. gulations made by the Canons ot the Councell of NICE, for 


Po 


mall give you my Thoughts ” it at next Meeting, with reſpeck 
to that Particular of the Le:zturgie: Cur. Nay, but it may be a 
Moneth er more ere | return this way again. Then, Sir, I ſhall 
Write them to you by way of Letter; And ſo, ſeeing you can ſtay 


no. longer, I wiſh you a good Journey home. Cur. ADIEU. 
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they have found an Errour in the Calculation of the Full 
Moon, March 1687. in the Firſt Dialogue Page 24, becauſe it 
does not agree with the Corrected Epacts, nor with the Common 


Proguoſtications. 


He thinks it needfull to Advertiſe the Reader, that in che ſfaidÞ 
Calculation he went upon the Church of Erglands own Scheme, 


and Argued upon her own Way ol Computation, whereas, had 


he Argued upon the Corrected Epacts, or as the Common Prag. 
noſticators Calculate the New and Full Moons, he had found the 
Calendar tor the Moveable Feaſts in the Service Book not only 
Wrong once in 19 Years, which was all he aimed at, but wrong 

throughout, from the Beginning to Ending which he Hopes to De- 


monitrate if Challenged in Print. 


The Reader is allo deſired to Advert, that the Engliſh Cale 6 
dar is formed upon the Old Julian FpatFs according to the Re þ: 
fixing 


ter. 


| 
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ine 


Full 
= if 
non 


ad! 


me, 
had 
* - 


the 


= 


Zafer. But then he Affirms that the Omiſſion of the: Werd ON 


or ON in the Rudbrick in the Service Buck, is an Pſſentiall 
defect, and makes the Rule Falſe, as is Demonſtrated in the Ti. 
alogue, and has no Warrant from the Nicene Regulations. Which 
he is alſo ready to make Good by a tuller Deduction ef the Mat- 
SE. 2 | 

What is further Neceſſary for. Satisſying People about the Com- 
poſure of this or the Firſt D:alogue, may poſſibly be had either 


IN or AT the End of the Leiter Promiſcd in this, which is ſhort- 


ly to Follow. In the mean Time the (ountry-Man deſires neither 
Gentle nor Courteous Reader but a Judicious One who is Ac. 
quaint with the Principles of the Church of Erg/ard, and with 


the Writings of their Beſt Divines on the Subject, which he is ſor- 
ry to find many of theſe that are fond ot the Service Book, are 


not. But Ignorance he finds, will be the Mother of Devotion, 


to the End of the Chapter, among Proteſt ans as well as Papiſts. 
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